THE MAKING OF A STAT 


8. Utah Under Martial Law. 


1857. 


A Misunderstanding with the Government. Utah 
was not quite seven years old when a serious misun- 
“derstanding arose between the people of the Territory 
and the Government of the United States. It resulted 
in what is commonly called “The Echo Canyon War.” 
-\ more proper name for it, from the n 
view, is “The Utah Expedition,” refe 
sending of troops to put down an 
against the Government, 


ational point of 
ng now to the 
alleged rebellion 
The militia resisted the en- 


trance of the troops into Salt Lake Valley, and that 
was the “war” in question. . 


The Causes. One of the causes of the misun 


standing was an official letter written to the Attorney- 
General of the United States by Judge W nW, 
Drummond, charging that the Supreme Court records 
at Salt Lake City had been de troyed, with the 
knowledge and approval of Governor Young: that 
Federal officers had been grossly insulted for ques: 
tloning the treasonable act, and that a condition of af- 
fairs existed here calling for a change of Governors 
and for military aid to enable the new executive to 
perform the duties of his office. 


direct 


These were grave charge 
‘ 8 


es, but even worse accusa- 
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tions were made. Judge Drummond intimated that 
the murder of Captain Gunnison, the death of Judge 
Shaver, and the killing of Seeretary Babbitt, had all 
been done by advice and direction of the leading au- 
thorities at Salt Lake City; and he asserted that all 
who opposed those leaders in any manner were har- 
assed, insulted, and even murdered by their orders or 
under their influence. 

The letter was dated March 30, 1857, and was sent 

om New Orleans, the writer, after leaving Utah, 
having reached that city by way of California and the 
Isthmus of Panama. The communication carried with 
it the resignation of its author as an Associate Justice 
of this Territory. 

The truth of the charges was denied, and the maker 
of them was accused of acting from motives of re- 
venge. Those assailed by Judge Drummond main- 
tained that his resignation and departure were owing 
to an exposure of certain immoral acts which had 
caused all Utah to ring with his shame. As soon as the 
charges were published, and the news could reach Salt 
Lake City, Curtis E. Bolton, Deputy Clerk of the 
United States Supreme Court of Utah, wrote to the 
Attorney-General over his official signature and seal, 
testifying that the records said to have been destroyed 
were safe in his keeping, and he offered to refute, by 
records, dates and facts, all that Judge Drummond 
had asserted. 

It was too late. The charges had been accept- 
ed as true. Before the Bolton letter could reach Wash- 
ington a new set of Federal officers had been appoint-. 
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1 F avor QO. Smoot, of 
‘ are rouge »news to Utah was Mayor A. O. > 
cost the Government between fifteen and twenty brought the news to 


million dollars. Along with Colonel Cooke, who Salt Lake City 
oo ee Extreme Views. It was an extreme view—that tak- 
authorities and the people of the Perritory 
ut in sending 


the main body, went Governor Alfred Cumming and 
) g 


: ; - ‘ en by the 
other lately appointed Federal officers.* 


respecting the purpose of the Governme 
The Territory Receives the Tidings. The news of 
the coming of Johnston's army reached Salt Lake City 


on the evening of the twenty-third of July, and was 
received by Governor Young and his associates about 
noonday of the twenty-fourth. They had gone, with 
many of the inhabitants of the city and surrounding 


settlements, into the mountains, to celebrate Pioneer 


Day on the banks of Silver Lake, at the head of Big 
Cottonwood Canyon. Having hoisted the Stars and 
Stripes, they were in the midst of the festivities of the 


Sareea 


occasion when the tidings fell upon their ears. 


ey were soon convinced that the information was 


| 


reliable. Their own special messengers had brought 


it. hurrying over plains and mountains from the fron- 


tier for that purpose. The mails for Utah had been re- 
fused by the postmaster at Independence, and he had 
informed the carriers that he was acting under in- 
structions from Washington. Details were given at the the troops; but no more extreme than the view taken 
by the Government relative to a rebellion im Utah. 
. of the National .\uthorities was to 


office of a Government contractor in Kansas City who 


had helped to fit out the expedition. The man who The avowed object au 
ve the new Governor and his fel’ow officers a mili- 
i mi srform- 

iG , ar rotect ¢ assist them in the perto 
*Governor Cumming was a native of Georgia, but had served tary arm to protect und s Shira es 
ially among the Indians on the Upper Missouri. He was appoint- ance of theit duties. Chose officers, wi ; 
ed Governor of Utah, July 11, 1857. iio certs ee 


were to restore : 
a +y of the law, 


ve peace and maintain the supremk 


